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$1,000 Grant Awards Available

Southern West Virginia Community and Technical College will be awarding seven citizens’ groups, $1,000 grants to improve the quality of life within their local community.  According to Joanne Tomblin, President of Southern, the grant awards are “ideal opportunities for community members, including parent organizations, women’s’ organizations, church groups, and senior citizens to lead by example, working together make a difference in their community.”  To qualify for a grant the anticipated project must take place in one of the following counties: Logan, Mingo, McDowell, or Wyoming.  Applications are due no later than 4:30 p.m., May 31, 2008.  Incorporated entities and 501c3 organizations are not eligible to apply.

Successful grant applicants must identify five or more individuals willing to serve as a team and participate in a 35-hour course in community leadership.  The course will be offered over a five-week period in June/July, at both the Wyoming and Logan County Campuses of Southern West Virginia Community and Technical College.  During the course, the applicant teams will draft an action plan and address their identified community need, utilizing the $1,000 grant award. 

Examples of past successful projects that addressed local needs include renovating a community playground destroyed by floods and vandalism, enlarging a local food pantry to serve a greater number of people, refurbishing equipment used by a neighborhood watch organization, and hosting a fire prevention and safety program for young children.  Southern strongly encourages citizen groups, especially women and persons with disabilities, to come forward with creative and new ideas for meeting local needs.

Southern West Virginia Community and Technical College welcomes all applications, regardless of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, political affiliation, or religion.   Persons with disabilities are encouraged to apply.  For a grant application, contact Pauline Sturgill, Director of Community Development, at 896-7371.
